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MEMORANDUM YOR: Deputy Director/Support
SUBJECT : History of the CIA Coinerstone Box

Follouing the symbolic placing o the Corneratone Box at the
laying of the CIA Cornerstone by the President of the United States,
Duight D. Einenhower, on 3 November 19:9, the box was removed froa
1ts niteh and teken into custody untii such time as the Cormersti.e
was permenently empleced. At that tiu, the Cornerstone Box con' sined
only that material which was listed in the program of the Ceremoi.’,
nainue the miecrofilm of the newspapers of 3 November, the tept re¢:rding
of the Cornerstone (eremony, &nd the photographs of that oecasion:.

2. Despite the Director's joking remerk to the President (recorded
on the tape) that the contents of the jloa were "ssaret', there were no
classified documents in the Cornerstone fox. Prior to the ceremony,
careful cousideration had been given Lo the documents which were to e
{inmluded in the Box. After eonsultanticn with the Deputy Directors and
the Inapestor General, Mr. Walter Pforzheimer, the Curator of the CIA
Hatorical Intelligence Colleetion, had drewn up & list of proposad
materials for inclusion in the Box, sub ject to the approval of Mr. Dulles.
Ineluded on the list were a considersdle number of eclassified documents,
largely in the field of Netional Estimtes. It wveas fipally detex:ined
not to inelude any classified meterisl ir the Cormerstone Box at .he
time of the Ceremony, and that the vbole subject ¢f eclaseilied comtents
gshould be held in abeyance until it ¢owdd be determined what degi 2
of ecntrol the Seeurity Office would awvve over the nev building wien
the box wes finally put intc the Corrarstons. Lete in September .360,
the contreetors advisad that they werz virtually at the point when
they would desire to lay the Cornerstone permmpently. At that time,

{the econtents of the Cormerstone Box vare reconsidered, and the DCI

made a final determination that it skould econtain no classified material.
&t the request of the Office of the INP, there vas added to “he ¢~ntents
of the Box those medals which are everded for distinguished :ervi o

in the field of intelligence, namely: the Mational Security :odal _
the Distinguished Intelligence Croas; the Iatinguished Inteilige e Medal,
the Int2lligence Star, and the Intelligente Medal of Merit; toget -r
with a deseription of these medals erd thz certifieates whien

zeccompany them when awvarded; and elsc » eopy of the Certificate ¢

¥erit with Disbtinction and the Certifiest> of Merit. The ccrplet’

list of the eontents of the Cormarstcne Box is asppended as Yab A.

3. At this time, reconsideratico was also given to the pro; -
preservation of the contents of the (ormerstone Bex and its uwltin e
sesling. There bad been & general Teeling that the copper btuox, f .'nished
ty the architects, was not of the deeired standard. It was rathe. too
gml) for the contenta, and its copper was not sufficiently "alek %o
withstand the recessary wvelding of tbe 03 without serdicusly :haxr .ng
the papsrs enclosed. On the other hend, Lt had %o be of the correet
gize to £it into the riche provided for it behind vhe Corner ‘one
gled. For “hes: remscns, Mr. H. Getes Licyd, Assistant Depu - Di. stor/
gozport, mede arrangesents, throuvgh the CIA Technioel Servie o Div .slon,
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whose sides ere about an eigath o: an inch thick. The box bas been
congtructed from thirty pounds of eopper. The magnetic tape recording
of the Cornerstone Ceremony and the formal opening of the contractors’

" pids on the building has been pia:ed in a steeli box with a quarter inch

steel plate on top and bottos, and a 1/8 insh pteel plate on the sides.
A deseription of the Cornerstone !iox and its preperation, written by
the Bureau of Standards, is attaghed herewith as Tab B.

4. On 20 Cetober

Ll 4

1960, Mr. iloyd and Mr. Pforzheimep geegmuaunied
fechn’oal Sarvices Division staff

and pleced uhe macerial 10 wic Cornerstone Box. The Bux eover was
then welded into place by Bureau of Stendards employees. This
process wes uvnder the sopervision of George A. Fllinger, Chief of
the Corrosion Section, Metallurgy Division, Katiopal Bureau of
Standards, and Malvin Romenoff of his staff. Pictures of the ecersmony
vers teken. The copper box was then buffed by Mr. Zieds, also a
Bureau ermployee. Irpseribed on th2 top of the Box 12 sn instruction
which reads es follows:

Top

To Open:

Cut Carefully Rear Top

Do Kot Use Toreh

5. On 2 Noveaber, Colonel L. K. White, Deputy Director/Support,
accompanied by Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Pforgheimer, inserted the Cormerstone
Box into its niteh, and the Cornerstone uas then lowered into place.
Hany of the participonfllies B30 7 Sed Mr. James A. Garrison,
Direstor of logistics, Chief of the Bullding
Pilanning Staff, and other sbere O gUEry, as well as
reprasentatives of the arshitects and contractors, threw lucky pennies
into the niteh with the Box. Photographs were teken.

2 Q At

2814,

il tel Flolinerns
Curstor/Bistorieal Intelligence
Collection
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Copy of Memorendum for President Yranklin D. Roosewvelt from Major
Coperal Willism J. Donoven, Dizuctor of the Office of Strategic Services,
sated 18 Novamber 19kk, regarding the establishrent of a permanent
septralized intelligence servies ad copy of Memorandus from President
Toosevelt to Genersl Donovan, dated 5 April 1945, direeting thet
Gleneral Donoven diccuss his plan with the appropriete officizsls of the
Govarnasnt.

Copy of President Hexry S. Troman's Executive Letter of 22 Januery
1946, establishing the Fational Imtelligence Authority end the Central
Intelligense Group.

Statement of Ceneral (then Licutenant General) Boyt S. Vandenberg,
Direstor of Central Intelligenes, hefore the Senamte Commitiee on Ammed
Services, on 29 April 1947, in supjort of the scetions of the proposed
Hational Seeurdty Act of 1947 to eitsblish the Central Intelligenece

A Text end Explapation of Staiutes and Executive Orders relating
gpecifieally to the Centrel Intelligente Ageney, inelwding Bnabling
and Approprictions Aets for the coastruction of the new CIA Building.

Reproduntion of the CIA seal ard ite offieciel deseription.

"willdam J. Donovan and the Nationel Security.” A speech by
Allan W. Dulles, Dirsctor of Central Intelligence, to the Brie
County Bar Assoeiation, Buffele, ¥ov York, 4 May 1959.

Aerial photographs of the area of the CIA Bullding site at the
%ime of the Corperston2 Ceremory.

Cony of the arehitect’s drawing of the CIA BEuilding a2 it will
appear vhen cczpleted.

Invitesion to the ceremony, ¢opy of the Progrem, tape recording
of the proeeedings, selected photcgrephs of the ceremony, and ecpy of
pemphlet entitled "The Cornerstone Ueremony,” contelining the speeches
nade on the oceecssion.

A aerofilm of VWashington ank. northern Virginie and newspapers for
3 Hovember 1959 (the date of the cevemony), and selected articles from
subsequent iesues {4t-6 November) coaerning the ceremony.

2 iabional Sezcurity Medel cud the three CIA ledals, the
Distinguished Intelligenee Cross, the DHistinguished Intelligenc:: Bedel,
+he Totelligense Stor, and the Inteliigence Hedel of Merily; tog:ther
with & deseription of these medalr antdt the certifiecetes which c.conpeny
whem whon swerded; and alse & comy o7 tihe Certifiemte of Inrit sith
Ietinction ard the Certifieste o ‘:rlt.

GIA TEEE T4 U5k ONLY
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goinzd by Heliaze welds {ioexs gpan sungeten are sebhodl.

“ae eompalner Wes Lined with aulastos naces (éried at 105%C for

%, whe contents inserted ia the box exd the Lid ves welded

inring the opsration of seziing the 1id, the countainer
was insperaen in water up o ons ir gl frem the top in orderxr to

temeroture insidse the o,

o sealing the copper (X, Like same onerstions wvere

riormed on o dummy box whish eor ddned sdimiiec sarticles. Before

moEnAng e oX to exmmine the oorberts, 1t was Lotally immeraed in

me o dhoek for leak&ge

rae oy des made apd senled 6 The Emiicnel Buresn of Standsrds.
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